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Who 


will run 
[rump’s 
EPA in 
West? 


California’s battle- 
ready officials await 
their foe. Anyone? 


By EvAN HALPER 


WASHINGTON — Per- 
haps it is unsurprising that 
the White House still hasn’t 
filled this job: San Francisco 
is not an inviting place for 
the Make America Great 
Again administration. 

But the administration’s 
effort to fill one of its most 
important environmental 
jobs — chief of the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency’s 
headquarters for California 
and the rest of the Pacific 
Southwest — keeps going 
sideways. 

On Tuesday, an oil and 
gas lobbyist from New Mexi- 
co who, according to several 
people inside the Trump ad- 
ministration, was poised to 
fill the post told The Times it 
was allabig mistake. He’d be 
staying put in New Mexico. 

“Tam not leaving my cur- 
rent role as Executive Direc- 
tor of the New Mexico Oil 
and Gas Association for any 
position at EPA or elsewhere 
within the federal govern- 
ment,” said an email from 
Ryan Flynn. 

That unwavering decla- 
ration caught some in the 

[See EPA, A8] 


Mob 
violence 
greets 
epic film 
in India 


By SHASHANK BENGALI 


MUMBAI, India — Movie 
producers crave pre-release 
buzz, but what’s happened 
with the latest Bollywood 
epic has been excessive. 

A fringe Hindu group 
vandalized a film set and as- 
saulted the director. They 
torched cars and pelted a 
school bus with stones as 
children cowered between 
seats, and hundreds of 
members threatened to set 
themselves on fire. One sup- 
porter called for the director 
and lead actress to be be- 
headed. 

And all this before the 
movie was even released. 

“Padmaavat” on Thurs- 
day finally arrived in thea- 
ters, although not nearly as 
many as producers had 
hoped. Cinema owners in 
several states declined to 
screen the big-budget movie 
— the tale of a mythical 
Hindu queen who walked 
into a funeral pyre to avoid 
capture by a Muslim con- 
queror — for fear of inciting 
mobs. 

Those worries were well- 
founded, as scenes of chaos 
played out across India on 
the film’s debut day. Mobs 
burned director Sanjay 

[See India, A4] 
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HECTOR AMEZCUA Sacramento Bee 


GOV. JERRY BROWN greets well-wishers as he arrives to deliver his final State of the State address at the 
state Capitol in Sacramento. His half-hour speech was the longest since his first tour of duty as chief executive. 


Gov. Brown looks back 
while pushing forward 


The State of the State, according to Jerry Brown 


Here are some notable moments from Gov. Jerry Brown’s speeches, which span more 
than four decades of California politics and government. 


Associated Press 


1975 


“An honest government is not enough. 
We also have to be effective.” 


1976 


“In short, we are entering an era of 
limits. In place of a manifest economic 
destiny, we face a sober reassessment of 
new economic realities; and we all have 
to get used to it.” 


1977 


“We are facing the prospect of a very 
serious drought ... We are going to 
require conservation measures; in some 
places rationing. We are going to have to 
learn to share, north and south, all of us 
together.” 


1978 


“T see over the years ahead a growing 
emergence of the people and institutions 
of this state.” 


1979 


“In this post-Proposition 13 era, we have 
to recognize that the local bond issues 
and funding that we often have used to 
spread the urban and suburban sprawl 
is a thing of the past.” 


1980 


“There is much ambition in the hearts of 
this room, but there is much trouble in 
the people of this land.” 


1981 


“Never since World War II has a budget 
been so tight. The reason is simple. 

For the last three years you have 
dramatically responded to the desire of 
our citizens for tax relief.” 


1982 


“And I tell you, the people we serve ... 
have not forgotten the dream that took 
them or their forebears to California to 
create the good life.” 


| 2044 


| “Ihave some playing cards with a chart 

| from this year's budget summary that 

: Shows our last 15 budgets. It's not pretty. 
| So I decided to put a picture of Sutter on 
' the other side to keep our spirits up.” 


| 2015 


| “Over the next four years — and beyond — 
| we must dedicate ourselves ... 
| that the massive changes in education, 

| healthcare and public safety are actually 
| carried out and endure.” 


| 2016 


| “Incredibly — though last year was the 

|! hottest on record — there are still those, 
| particularly in Washington, who are in 

| denial.” 


| 2017 


' “The recent election and inauguration of 
| anew president have shown deep 

| divisions across America.... Familiar 

i signposts of our democracy — truth, 

| Civility, working together — have been 

' obscured or swept aside.” 


| 2044 


| “Ifyou are a Democrat who doesn’t want 
| to make budget reductions in programs 

| you fought for and deeply believe in, I 

: understand that. If you are a Republican 
: who has taken a stand against taxes, I 

| understand where you are coming from.” 


| 2012 


| “Contrary to those critics who fantasize 
| that California is a failed state, I see 

| unspent potential and incredible 

| opportunity.” 


| 2018 


| “Lay the Ten Commandments next to the 
| California Education Code and you will 

| see how far we have diverged in approach 
: and in content from that which forms the 
' basis of our legal system.” 


Associated Press 


to seeing 


In his final State of 
the State address, he 
reflects on what he’s 
accomplished in his 
long political career. 


By JOHN MYERS 


SACRAMENTO — In his 
16th and final State of the 
State address, Gov. Jerry 
Brown largely pivoted away 
from familiar warnings 
about California’s future to 
instead offer a valedictory 
message on what’s been ac- 
complished since his un- 
precedented return to Sac- 
ramento in 2011. 

“Very few places in the 
world can match that 
record,” he said Thursday to 
an audience of state law- 
makers and guests in the As- 
sembly chamber of the state 
Capitol. 

Though a few suggesti- 
ons were offered on how law- 
makers should spend the 
year, his half-hour speech — 
the longest since his first 
tour of duty as governor — 
may be most remembered 
for the moment it marked in 
Brown’s own political 
odyssey and that of the 
state’s history. 

When he delivered his de- 
but statewide address as 
governor in 1975 — one of two 
times he folded the State of 
the State into his swearing- 
in ceremony — California’s 
population totaled some 
21.5 million. And as Brown 
pointed out Thursday, the 
state’s total personal in- 
come then was $154 billion. 
Today, there are twice as 
many people and a 15-fold in- 
crease in overall wealth. 

Brown, too, has changed. 
Often portrayed in the 1970s 
as a young governor in a 
hurry who declared that 
Californians must accept 
“an era of limits,” his final 
State of the State boasted of 
a place that can set an im- 
portant national example of 
what it means to govern ef- 
fectively. 

Most California gover- 
nors have used the State of 
the State address to lay out 
policy plans for the year 
ahead, a custom usually fol- 
lowed by Brown in the 1970s 
and ’80s. In contrast, his re- 
cent speeches have been ei- 
ther an ode to the state’s 
rugged past or a prophecy of 

[See Brown, A9] 
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DACA 
deal 
upsets 


both 


sides 


Trump proposes path 
to citizenship for 1.8 
million, but also wants 
wall funding and limits 
on legal immigration. 


By BRIAN BENNETT 
AND LISA MASCARO 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Trump is testing the 
loyalty of his most ardent 
conservative supporters, 
proposing a pathway to citi- 
zenship for 1.8 million young 
immigrants who came to the 
U.S. illegally as children, 
while demanding that 
Democrats support $25 bil- 
lion for border security, in- 
cluding his proposed border 
wall, and strict new limits on 
legal immigration. 

The 1.8-million figure 
would go well beyond the 
nearly 700,000 immigrants 
currently covered by the 
Obama  administration’s 
Deferred Action for Child- 
hood Arrivals program, ex- 
panding the protections pri- 
marily to cover people who 
were eligible for DACA but 
did not apply. 

The White House de- 
signed that element of the 
plan in hopes that it would 
provide a strong enticement 
for Democrats, who offered 
little sign of support on 
Thursday. But the plan 
quickly generated opposi- 
tion from some Republican 
conservatives. 

[See Immigration, A8] 


Metro 
ridership 


hit alow 
in 2017 


By LAURA J. NELSON 


Despite a growing popu- 
lation and a booming econo- 
my, the number of trips tak- 
en on Los Angeles County’s 
bus and rail network last 
year fell to the lowest level in 
more than a decade. 

Passengers on Met- 
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority buses and trains 
took 397.5 million trips in 
2017, a decline of 15% over five 
years. Metro’s workhorse 
bus system, which carries 
about three-quarters of the 
system’s passengers, has 
seen a drop ofnearly 21%. 

Rail ridership rose 3.6% 
over five years, bolstered by 
significant ridership gains 
on the Expo Line on the new 
extension to Santa Monica. 
But trips on the Blue Line 
fell 21%, and trips on the 
Green Line dropped 26%. 

The ridership decline 
plaguing Metro and other 
Southern California transit 

[See Metro, A9] 
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